1\

Unlockmg

Readin

wrsg

Letters & Sou

-

Parent/ Carer Introduction to
Phonics and Early Reading at
Wootton Bassett Infants School

- 2024-25




Reading

USSR R
Welcomel i

* What is phonics?

« How we teach phonics

« Common Exception Words
* Reading and books

* Reading at home

« Spelling

« Concerns about progress

* Year 1 Phonics Screening Check
* Questions




What is Phonics?
Unlocking

Phonics is a way of ’reachin? reading, writing and spelling based Letters & Sounds
on hearing and identifying letter sounds.

* 6rapheme- is a way of representing a letter which represents
a phoneme. Written words use graphemes.

« Phoneme- single spoken sound. There are approximately 44
phonemes in the English language.

« Digraph- consists of 2 letters, but makes 1 sound. /sh/ship
/ee/ creep

« Trigraph- consists of 3 letters, but makes 1 sound. /igh/high
/ear/ beard

- Split digraph- is a digraph that has been separated by a
lcoJrrlrson;m’r. For example /ee/ in complete has been split by the
etter t.

* Blending- blendin%sounds together enables children to decode
and read words. h-a-t= hat.

- Segment- opposite to blending. Segmen’ring a word is to break
‘rheli/yor'd down into its sounds™ hat= h-a-t. This helps with
spelling.

« Common Exception Words- these are words that cannot be
sounded out phonetically. the  pull
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How we teach phonics u'nlockmlg

Letters & Sounds

Your child wull learn 4 new GPCs each week - we
]ganlse them into sets. These sets are then put
nfo phases.

 In reception children will be taught Phases 2 - 4.
 They will be taught phase 5 in years 1 and 2.

« We wnll ‘reach basic honemes and their matching
graphemes first and then use these sounds to
read words.

 The decodable reading books sent home will match
the sounds the childréen have learnt so far. This
means that they can build confidence in their
reading and develop reading fluency.
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Common Exception Words

| Phase 2
: S a t D
the to into e T
g o c k
ck e u r
h b f ff
no 9 o) L L | ss
Please practise these common exception words (CEW)
the to into

no I go




Unlocktng

Letters & Sounds

What is in your child's
book bag?

* Every child will have a fully decodable
book. This is for your child to read to you.
Please make comments in your child's
reading record of how they have done.
We entourage the children to re-read
TE%ISZ books™to develop their fluency
skills.

Children will also be able to take home one
reading for pleasure’ book a week. The
children can choose this book from the
school library or from the reading corner
in the classroom. This book is for you to

share with your children. Please use this
time to talk about the vocabulary within
these books.
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Reading Records

Please ensure you write in your
child's reading record when you have
heard them read. This is so we can
see wha’r your child'is readmg and
ow they are getting on. Here are
e exam les of w aT you might
mc ude in your child’s reading record.

We also look To see how many times
they have read for our raffle ticket
reading rewards.
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* Children will be given books with
words to sound out once they can
blend - this will be different for
every child. Before children can
blend sounds their reading books
are picture books to help develop
story language and vocabulary.

* Books precisely match children’s
phonics attainment.




D
U Reading at home - decodable
books

__ | * 5 - 10 minutes
1'\ and. Off; w » Choose a time that works for you

i ;‘.',Mr.-&

'\ Geees 2N * Be positive and celebrate successes

AN :
=~ .,'.'"".'.", ,; 2 » Encourage them to point to the
A < graphemes
v ) ’/ : < ....t.': un
A ’f},—s.r\,’.(' It A » Encourage them to say the sounds and
; J: () blend them fogether
= 33?“ "d :‘;‘;‘ B o » Be patient and let them try and work it
‘\ R - out

- N
Can oom = G t og

e e e » Read common exception words by sight.




Reading at home - reading for
pleasure books.

Continue to read to your child - you can use

the reading for

pleasure book to do this.

Model how to read a book - left to right,

turning pages

Ask questions about what has happened and

characters' fee
Support vocabu
Predict what wi

Ings
ary - hew words
| happen next

Make connections

Model your love of reading!

We have a clip on our website of Mrs Smith
sharing a book with her daughter if you
would like to see an example of how we
share books at school.
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Reading stories to children.

* Make reading aloud feel like a treat - make it a special time.

 Show curiosity yourself about what you're going o read -
“This book looks really good. It's about a angry bear. I
wonder how angry he gets?”

* Read through the whole story the first time without
stopping foo much and read with enjoyment - if you're not
enjoying it - your child won't!

Read favourite stories over and over.
* Let your child pause and comment on the pictures

* Chat about the pictures - "I wonder why she did that?"*Oh
no - what do you think will happen now?”

 Encourage joining in with bits they know - rather than
asking questions to see what they remember.

* Link to other books they have read or other experiences -
“This reminds me of when ..." "Do you remember in the book
we read yesterday that.."




Unlocking Spelling
)
- Spelling is segmenting words
R 1= ‘;\,'_u,
a » - « We teach se%qmen’rin words as part
“’ of our daily phonics lessons

i -
5%
{ ’q 4 * Your child will also bring home a
. ¥ ‘)‘?‘ spelling book which will teach the
: ommon Exception Words and other

b
-

commoh words.

e Our daily phonics lessons also
include looking at CEW and what
makes them 'fricky'.




Concerns about progress

* All children are different

* Discuss any concerns with
teachers

* Teachers will assess your child

regularly

» We use interventions to support
children in the specific skill they
are struggling with

* Adaptions for children with SEND
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Phonics Screening Check

Every year Year 1 children take the
Phonics Check in June. This is a
national check to see how well the
children use their phonics to read.
There are real words and non-
words for the children to read so

the children must sound out the
words. If they do not reach the
required pass mark, then they
retake the check in Y2. There will
bﬁ 40k words to read during the
check.
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Questions?
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