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What is Phonics? 
Phonics is a way of teaching reading, writing and spelling based on 
hearing and identifying letter sounds. 

• Grapheme- is a way of representing a letter which represents a 
phoneme. Written words use graphemes.

• Phoneme- single spoken sound. There are approximately 44 
phonemes in the English language. 

• Digraph- consists of 2 letters, but makes 1 sound.    /sh/  ship      
/ee/    creep

• Trigraph- consists of 3 letters, but makes 1 sound.      /igh/   high        
/ear/    beard

• Split digraph- is a digraph that has been separated by a 
consonant.  For example /ee/ in complete has been split by the 
letter t.

• Blending- blending sounds together enables children to decode 
and read words.   h-a-t= hat. 

• Segment- opposite to blending. Segmenting a word is to break 
the word down into its sounds    hat= h-a-t. This helps with 
spelling. 

• Common Exception Words- these are words that cannot be 
sounded out phonetically.     the      pull 



What is Phonics? 



How we teach phonics

• Your child will learn 4 new GPCs each week – we 
organise them into sets. These sets are then put 
into phases.

• In reception children will be taught Phases 2 –
4. They will be taught phase 5 in years 1 and 2.

• We will teach basic phonemes and their 
matching graphemes (such as cat and map). This 
means that children rapidly learn and 
understand and to build confidence in their 
reading. 



Common Exception Words



What is in your child’s book 
bag?

• Every child will have a fully decodable book. 
This is for your child to read to you. Please 
make comments in your child’s reading record 
of how they have done. We encourage the 
children to re-read these books to develop 
their fluency skills.  

• Children will also be able to take home one 
‘real book’ a week. The children can choose 
their ‘real book’ from the school library or 
from the reading corner in the classroom. 
This book is for you to share with your 
children. Please use this time to talk about 
the vocabulary within these books. 



Reading Records

Please ensure you write in your 
child’s reading record when you 
have heard them read. This is so we 
can see what your child is reading 
and how they are getting on. Here 
are some examples of what you 
might include in your child’s reading 
record.



Reading and Books

• Children will be given books when they 
can blend – this will be different for every 
child

• Books precisely match children’s phonics 
attainment



Reading at home 
• 5 – 10 minutes

• Choose a time that works for you

• Be positive and celebrate successes

• Encourage them to point to the 
graphemes

• Encourage them to say the sounds and 
blend them together

• Be patient and let them try and work it 
out 

• Read common exception words by 
sight. 



Reading at home

• Continue to read to your child.
• Model how to read a book – left to right, 

turning pages 
• Ask questions about what has happened 

and characters’ feelings
• Support vocabulary
• Predict what will happen next 
• Make connections 
• Model your love of reading! 



Spelling 
• Segmenting words

• Daily writing as part of phonics lessons



Concerns about progress

• All children are different 

• Discuss any concerns with teachers

• Teachers will assess your child reguarly

• Interventions to support child in the 
specific skill they are struggling with

• Adaptions for children with SEND



Phonics Screening Check
• Every year the Year 1 children take the 

Phonics Check in June. This is a check 
to see how well the children use their 
phonics to read. There are real words 
and non words for the children to 
read so the children have to sound 
out the words. If they do not reach 
the required pass mark, then they 
retake the check in Y2. There will be 
40 words to read during the check. 



Questions


