


What is the EYFS?

The EYFS stands for the Early Years Foundation Stage.

The Early Years Foundation Stage is how the Government and
early year's professionals describe the time in your child's life
between birth and age 5 (or end of the Reception year).

This is a very important stage as it helps your child get ready for
school and Key Stage 1 (Year 1 onwards) as well as preparing
them for their future learning and successes.
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Our approach to the
EYFS

At Wootton Bassett Infants’ our motto is ‘Where learning is fun’.

As a school our approach to learning is practical and play based.
This is the case in all year groups, but especially in the EYFS - our
Reception classes.

There is a mix of teacher led and more independent play based
activities which can be teacher directed or child led. Some activities
are indoors but we also use the outdoor area to support our
learning.

The children enjoy a mix of activities such as sand and water as well
active play outside. This supports all areas of learning, for example,
the children learn about numbers and letters through using chalks,
brushes and water as well as more messy play — shaving foam,
bubbles, paint etc.




Brief outline of the EYFS curriculum

The EYFS curriculum is divided into 7 areas of learning which are

* Communication and language

* Personal, Social and Emotional Development

* Physical development.

These first three areas are the Prime areas and children need to be secure in these areas in
order for their learning to develop in the remaining four areas. These are

* Literacy

 Maths

* Understanding the World

* Expressive Arts and Design.

Another very important part of the EYFS is the partnership with parents and carers. You must
remember that you are your child’s first educator. You encourage, chat and play with your
children and this is so important for their development.



Changes to the EYFS curriculum this year.

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) has been reformed and there is a new EYFS framework that all
schools are following from this September. These national changes have been made to better support all
young children’s learning and development. It is also the aim that the new framework will better prepare
children for the transition into key stage 1.

There are some elements of the EYFS that have not significantly changed and some that have. Below are
some of the key points from the new EYFS reforms that parents, carers and children may notice or
experience.

Staff will be spending less time on large amounts of written observations and assessments for evidence
collection. This means they can spend more time supporting and engaging with the children and their
learning and development needs.

Children will no longer be assessed against statements from an age band category. Instead, staff will use
their experience and knowledge to monitor if a child’s learning and development is on track for their
age.



The early learning goals at the end of reception have been changed to become more clear and
easier to understand. Staff will use their judgements to assess if the children have met these
goals at the end of the EYFS and inform parents and carers.

There is an emphasis on improving children’s language and vocabulary through increasing
opportunities for conversations, reading of a wide range of books and holding discussions around
activities in other areas of learning.

Literacy and numeracy skills focused on in the EYFS have been adapted to better match up with
the national curriculum that starts in year 1.

There is no longer an exceeding judgement at the end of reception. Children will instead be
challenged to have a greater depth and understanding of ideas.

Safeguarding and welfare of children is still a priority, with the added mention of teaching
children about the importance of good oral health and how to keep teeth clean and healthy.



Information for parents:

RBA - Reception Baseline assessment

This Is a national statutory assessment that Is

completed by all schools during the first six weeks.

It must be done by a teacher or known adult.

All the resources are provided and also the questions that the
children are asked.

Itl&a/‘sn_apshot' of each child on entry and, includes arv interactise A
and practical assessment of early
literacy, communication, language and mathematics skills.
YW&M’sWMW@@S@o}WMMMb@MQt
parents evening to form part of the discussion about your child. Numerical
scores will not be shared.
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What you can do to help.

Communication and Language is at the heart of children’s learning.

At school we provide a language rich environment. This is something that you can build
on at home.

At school we
Engage in interactions/conversations with children
Provide provocations that promote talk
Read good quality texts to children frequently
Use songs, poems and rhymes
Model good language/vocabulary
Use and embed the use of new words.

Provide a language rich environment.

Provide play based learning, following the children's interests.



Obviously we would also love you to hear your child read their
reading books regularly, go through their letter sounds with them
saying the sounds clearly and correctly. But just taking time to
have conversations with your child will make a massive
difference.

Talk about what you can see on the way home — look out for
numbers or letters on a walk, talk about how the seasons change
or about the clouds in the sky! Anything!

Talk is central to children’s learning and listening to and using
new words and phrases, singing Nursery Rhymes, and reading
books to them that develop their vocabulary are all things that
will make a big difference to your child and to their development.




Early Years Foundation Stage Framework
Information for Parents and Carers

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) statutory framework |s 2 government document that all schools
and Ofsted-regestered early yoars providess in England must follow. It sets standards for the learning
development and care of your chvid from birth 1o 5 years old. The standards ensure your chikd wik leam and
cdevelop well and 2ce kept healthy and safe

¥ What Will My Chiid 8e Learning?

The EYFS framework cutines seven areas of loaming and developenent and educational programemes
These are three prime areas of leaming wisch are particularly important for yous chid's devedopenent and
future ieaming

communication and language possonal, soctal and emotional development

There are four specific areas of leaming, through which the prime areas are strengthened and apglied
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Early years peactitioners also use your child's needs and interests to plan challenging and enyoyahle activities
and experences.

7T How Will My Child Be Leaming?

The EYFE framework identi fies the essential rofe of play in your child’s development. i is thvough both chided
play and play gueded by an adult that your child will develop confidence and relationships with othess. Through
play, EYFS pracanioners will help your child 1o extend their vocabulary and deweiop their communication skills

The EVFS framework identi ies three characteristics of effective teaching and leaning

A greater foous on teaching specific skiks will ocour as your child progeesses through thelr reception year,
which wil help tham to prepare for year one

¥ How Will 1 Xnow How My Child |5 Daing?

Each child n the EYFS has a key person who will woek in partnership with you, sharing mfoamation about your
child. £YFS settings may also use chservabions to share your child's key achievements

EYFS practmoners use ther professional knowledge to undecstand your child's level of dovelopment. if they
have any concerns about your child's progress, they will discuss these with you

Theen formal assessments take place during the EYFS

* Two-Year Progress Check (this will happen between the ages of 24 10 36 maonth:
* Reception Baseline Assessment (at the start of the reception year)

* Early Years Foundation Stage Profile (at the end of the EYFE)

| Your child's Eaely Years Foundation Stage Profile wil be shared with
you at the end of the EYFS. This will infoemn you of your child's progress
and whether they have met or are contireeng 10 woek 1owaeds thew early
|learmeng goals (ELGs). There are 17 ELGs your child is expected to achieve by the end of the EYFS

Information for parents:
Reception baseline assessment




Useful website links

This has activities and play ideas to develop communication skills.

This is a charity which promotes reading with books, resources
and support.


https://www.booktrust.org.uk/

